


The Riverside County Office of Education (RCOE), Special Education Unit, is dedicated to providing classroom 
programs of the highest quality for our students. It is the dedication of our outstanding teachers and staff that 
make this possible. We would like to dedicate this publication to Dr. Sandra Schnack, for whom this document 	 	
is named.

To enhance the curriculum for our students with special needs, the RCOE Assessment Committee was formed 
to develop this assessment tool. The work of this committee was based on a prior assessment tool developed by 
Moana Hendricks and Ginna Freno, RCOE School Psychologists. The first edition of the SANDI was expanded 
and aligned to the California Content Standards by Kate Cahill and Rebecca Silva with support and assistance 
from the RCOE Special Education Assessment Committee members:

Charlene Block, Ph.D., School Psychologist •	
Kate Cahill, Coordinator of Special Education, Co-Chair•	
Ginna Freno, School Psychologist•	
Deirdre Goeman, School Psychologist •	
Terri Harrigfeld, School Psychologist•	
Moana Hendricks, School Psychologist •	
Astrid Peterson, School Psychologist•	
Rebecca Silva, Ph.D.,  Administrator, Co-Chair•	

This third edition of the SANDI was realigned and edited in 2008 to reflect the revised CAPA standards 
approved by CDE in July 2006 by:

Kate Cahill, M. Ed., Coordinator of Special Education•	
Denise Chappell, M. Ed., Teacher on Assignment•	

The Student Annual Needs Determination Inventory was developed under the direction of:

Kenneth M. Young, Riverside County Superintendent of Schools•	
Mike T. Sepulveda, Assistant Superintendent, Division of Student Programs and Services•	
Diana Walsh-Reuss, Ed.D.,  Assistant Superintendent, Division of Children and Family Services•	
Ann M. Vessey, Executive Director, Special Education•	
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The Riverside County Office of Education, Special Education Unit, is committed to enhancing the quality of our 
services through Professional Learning Communities1 (PLC). 

The RCOE PLC meets regularly and collaboratively to answer the three fundamental questions we must ask 
ourselves as professional educators:

What do we want students to learn?•	
How will we know when they have learned it?•	
What will we do if they do not learn?•	

To answer question number one, RCOE teachers begin with the California Content Standards and individualize 
the curriculum based on each student’s needs.  At RCOE, we firmly believe “All Students Can Learn!”

The SANDI addresses question number two by providing an assessment tool to determine the student’s 
functional skill areas and the corresponding focus statements of the California Alternate Performance 
Assessment. In addition, the SANDI provides a basis to determine educational benefits related to the student’s 
present levels of performance, progress on Individual Education Program (IEP) goals and identification of 
educational needs. 

Finally, question number three is answered through the PLC collaborative process and the commitment of RCOE 
teachers to do “Whatever It Takes!” to increase student achievement. 

The intricate relationship between assessment, alternate performance blueprints, and research-based instruction 
is the foundation of an effective educational program emphasizing high expectations for all students. The 
California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) blueprints, and the focus statements for these standards, 
are further detailed in Deepening the Learning of Students Taking the Alternate Performance Assessment: Functional 
Performance Indicators.

The SANDI provides an additional annual summative assessment that is aligned to the Functional Performance 
Indicator guidebook listed above. The FPI guidebook directs the writing of standards-based Individual Educational 
Plans (IEP) and broadens the breadth and depth of learning in all classrooms. 

1DuFour, R., DuFour, R., Eaker, R. & Karhanek, G. (2004). Whatever it takes: How professional learning communities respond when kids don’t learn.  
Bloomington, IN:  National Educational Service.
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Reading

Current Functional Level of Student Standard & Functional
Performance Indicator - FPI

1st Year
Date:  

2nd Year
Date:  

3rd Year
Date:  

Has vision.1.	 ELA 2 L 1.1 A

Displays reaction to familiar person nearby.2.	 ELA 1 R 1.3 A
SCI 2 IE 4.a B

Looks at face of person speaking to them.3.	 ELA 2 L 1.1 C
ELA 3 L 1.1 A

Visually focuses on 4.	  objects;  pictures;  people. ELA 1 R 2.3 A 
 5.	  Looks at;   touches books or pictures;  turns pages. ELA 2 W 1.3 A

 6.	  Points to objects;  points to pictures on request (use object 		
	 list in Appendix B). ELA 1 R 2.3 A

Responds to environmental cues: 7.	  school;  community. ELA 1 R 1.3 A 
ELA 1 R 1.3 B

Looks at television/computer.8.	 ELA 1 R 1.3 A
Has 9.	  some or  average hearing. ELA 1 R 1.3 A
Listens to a story read aloud 10.	  5 min.,  10 min.,  >15 min. ELA 3 L 1.1 C
 11.	 Matches colors; matches objects; same to same (use color  

	 list and object list in Appendix B).
ELA 1 R 1.3 B
ELA 4 R 1.7 A

Locates 12.	  front cover;  back cover. ELA 4 R 2.1 A
Locates 13.	  title;  author. ELA 4 R 2.1 A
Sorts objects by category. 14.	 ELA 1 R 1.17 B 
Identifies object by function/use.15.	 ELA 1 R 1.17 A 
Matches shapes – same to same (use shape list in Appendix B).16.	 ELA 4 R 1.7 A
Matches letters (use letter list page in Appendix A).17.	 ELA 4 R 1.3 A
Matches words (use common word list in Appendix B).18.	 ELA 4 R 1.7 A
Selects picture identifying an emotion (sad, happy, mad, scared).19.	 ELA 5 R 3.3 A
Identifies 20.	  color;  size;  shape. ELA 4 R 1.7 A 
Recognizes familiar 21.	  food establishments;  labels 			 

	 (use Appendix B). ELA 1 R 1.3 A

Identifies first letter of name.22.	 ELA 4 R 1.3 A
ELA 6 W 1.8 A

Recognizes 23.	  first;  last name. ELA 4 R 1.3 A
Recognizes names of classmates (attach list).24.	 ELA 4 R 1.3 A

Recognizes survival words: 25.	 with symbol;  by word only 		
	 (Appendix B & C).

ELA 1 R 1.3 A, B
HSS 12/13.1 
HEALTH 12.8

Identifies 26.	  color words;  number words (see Appendix B.)   ELA 11 R 1.1 A
Recognizes 27.	  consonant  vowel sounds (see Appendix A.) ELA 11 R 1.1 A
 28.	  Recognizes;  uses letter blend sounds (use list in Appendix A ). ELA 11 R 1.1 A
Recognizes: 29.	  days of week; months, on a calendar 			 

	 (see Appendix B).
ELA 11 R 1.1 A  
HSS 15/16.6-7

Matches abbreviations to words (use list in Appendix B).30.	 ELA 11 R 1.1 A
Recognizes sight words (use list in Appendix D).31.	 ELA 11 R 1.1 A
Reads CVC words (See Appendix E).32.	 ELA 11 R 1.1 A
Reads at least 3-5 words in 33.	             number of word families 		

	 (See Appendix E). ELA 11 R 1.1 A

Reads 34.	            number of words at            grade level (use Grade 		
	 Level Word Recognition word list in Appendix D).

ELA 11 R 1.1 A

Reads sentences at the first-grade level: 35.	 with picture cues; 		
	 without picture cues (use Basic Reading Skills Test in Appendix).

ELA 11 R 1.1 A
ELA 16 R 3.4 A

Note: Use Appendices to document specific skills and add other samples as needed.

Key:
 I = Independent 
E = Emerging
N = No response
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