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The Arts at RCOE has some free new arts resources to offer 
as we open the 2024–2025 school year!

Arts Plus+
First of all, we have four new integrated children’s 
literature and art lessons up on our Arts Plus 
webpage. They include The Hundred Dresses 
(SEL), The Thing About Bees (STEAM), Sandi’s 
Circus (Art History) and What’s Inside a Bird’s 
Nest (STEAM). You can check them out here!

The Hundred Dresses Trunk Show
The Arts and RCOE and the S.C.R.A.P. Gallery 
have created a new art show based on the story 
The Hundred Dresses. Students, parents, teachers, 
and professional artists are invited to participate 
in this free opportunity. Selected dresses will 
be framed and put on display in a show that 
will travel to four different locations around the 
county. We hope you’ll participate!

The Art Deck
A new resource we just posted online is called 
the Art Deck. It is a fun, opening activity/ice 
breaker that is great for any sort of gathering 
of educators. Think about it for use at a staff 
meeting, arts advocacy meeting or any other 
occasion that you want to get folks talking 
about the arts and why they are so significant in 
education and in life.

Reader’s Theater
To provide some further integration, Louisa 
Higgins and her colleague, artist Karen Riley, 
have composed some Reader’s Theater stories 
for your use. Several of them correlate with 
our Arts Plus lessons, and all of them provide 
fun integration experiences with theater and 
language arts while being structured and 
supported for second language learners.

In Search of the Blue Morpho
Reader’s Theater

Presented by Louisa Higgins & Karen Riley

It was the wet season (DRIP, DRIP, DRIP). Fledgling eco-explorers Edith and Eduardo could feel the new 

hiking boots that their mom had just bought getting wetter and wetter (ICK!). Edith’s boots were purple, 

while Eduardo’s boots were green, just like the colors they saw in the trees and on the ground. They 

sloshed through the forest and squished through the mud as the rain continued to fall (DRIP, DRIP, DRIP). 

They were not discouraged though, because they were on a quest to find the most magnificent butterfly 

of the Amazon, the Blue Morpho (BEAUTIFULLY BLUE!). One of the giant butterflies in the world, the Blue 

Morpho (BEAUTIFULLY BLUE!), was known to have a wing span of up to eight inches long. But Edith and 

Eduardo had to be extra careful as they searched, because the Blue Morpho (BEAUTIFULLY BLUE!) spent 

most of its life on the forest floor. They walked for hours, and every time they saw a flit of blue no bigger 

than a kid-sized shoe, something would happen. (WHAT HAPPENED?) When they got close to a butterfly, 

a Howler Monkey would howl like a dog (AWOOOOO), or a scarlet macaw would screech (CAW RACK ACK), 

or the tiny Poison Dart Frog would hop out in front (HIPPITY HOPPITY HOP). All these animals wanted to 

protect the Blue Morpho (BEAUTIFULLY BLUE!) because these butterflies were essential to the rainforest, 

and few were left. ALL the animals needed to be protected. Before Edith and Eduardo could go any farther, 

a three-toed sloth named Tina slowly (LIKE SYRUP) made her way down a tree and explained that all the 

animals needed to stay in the rainforest for the rainforest to thrive. These animals were not trophies or 

pets. “Of course!” Edith said. Eduardo agreed, too (DUH!!). “We just want to take a photo that we can share 

with our class,” Eduardo explained. The eco-explorers wanted to help. Tina nodded, then smiled and slowly 

(LIKE SYRUP) pointed toward the biggest, most vibrantly colored Blue Morpho (BEAUTIFULLY BLUE!). 

She whistled (WHISTLE) to the other animals, letting them know that Edith and Eduardo were rainforest 

friends. Edith pulled out her phone and took a fantastic photo of the Blue Morpho (BEAUTIFULLY BLUE!) to 

share with the world. And the rain continued (DRIP, DRIP, DRIP). THE END

BEATRICE & THE BEESReader’s TheaterPresented by Louisa Higgins & Karen RileyJust yesterday, in a village very close by, there was a beautiful tree with bright green branches bursting 

with golden flowers. In the tree, which stood over 20 feet high, came the arrival of a colony of bees 

(buzzzzz) which was ruled by a queen, the Queen Bee (Your Majesty). Thousands of bees (buzzzzz) 

consisting of worker bees (we are tired!) and drones (we don’t do a lot) had settled upon the thickest tree 

branch, near the trunk. The people within the village, mostly the grown-ups, were terrified. They said, 

“We cannot have bees (buzzzzz) around here, so high, and so near. We are filled with fear.” However, the 

school children (who were SO smart!) knew better because, in Ms. Gloria’s fourth-grade classroom, they 

had studied, you got it, bees (buzzzzz). They knew that the worker bees (we are tired!) were busy every day 

collecting pollen from the beautiful flowers (ahhhhhh), which they needed to make honey (sweet!). They 

also knew that leaving the bees (buzzzzz) alone, although they were generally harmless and really did 

not want to sting people (It’s true!), there still was a problem. These bees (buzzzzz) should not be in that 

tree. The bees (buzzzzz) had left their hive due to extreme weather conditions and the Queen Bee (Your 

Majesty) had demanded a much eco-friendlier space. The bees (buzzzzz) needed a realtor and the children 

(who were SO smart!) hired Beatrice, the Beekeeper (the ONE and ONLY). She would find them a new 

home where they could thrive and make honey (sweet!). So, she donned her pink beekeeper suit, which 

she wore for safety purposes, climbed the tree, and spoke to the Queen Bee (Your Majesty). She invited 

the Queen Bee (Your Majesty), all the worker bees (we are tired!) and drones (we don’t do a lot) to enter 

Beatrice’s (the ONE and ONLY) beehive box. The bees (buzzzzz) liked the idea and followed their Queen 

(Your Majesty). When they were all in their new box, Beatrice (the ONE and ONLY) took them to her Aunt 

Jane’s farm, where wildflowers and fruit trees grew. Beatrice (the ONE and ONLY) thanked the children 

(who were SO smart!) for saving the bees and told the village people that the bees had relocated from the 

tree and were living happily at her aunt’s farm. She also promised them lots of honey (sweet!). 

The Magical Circus AdventureReader’s TheaterPresented by Louisa Higgins & Karen RileyCharacters:
1. Narrator2. Ringmaster (announces)3. Acrobat Trio (flip and tumble)4. Clown (honks)

5. Magician (abracadabra)6. Lion Tamer (roars)7. Audience (cheers)
Narrator: Welcome, boys and girls, to the most magical circus in town! Our story begins under the big top, where 

excitement fills the air like the scent of cotton candy.
(Trumpet fanfare plays.)

Narrator: At the center of it all stands the Ringmaster, tall and proud, ready to guide us through the wonders of the 

circus.

Ringmaster: (announces) Ladies and gentlemen, children of all ages, welcome to the greatest show on Earth!

(Applause and cheers erupt.)
Narrator: But wait! Look up high on the trapeze - it’s the Acrobat Trio, soaring through the air with grace and skill.

Acrobat Trio: (flip and tumble) Whee! Watch us fly!
(Whistles and gasps from the audience.)Narrator: Meanwhile, down below, the Clown spreads joy and laughter with his silly antics.

Clown: (honks) Ha-ha! Who wants a balloon animal?
(Children giggle and clap.)

Narrator: And now, prepare to be amazed as the Magician steps onto the stage, ready to perform feats of magic and 

wonder.

Magician: (abracadabra) Behold, as I make this rabbit disappear!
(Poof of smoke.)

Narrator: But wait - what’s that rumbling sound? It’s the fierce Lion Tamer, entering the ring with his majestic beasts.

Lion Tamer: (roars) Quiet now, my friends. It’s time to show our strength!

(Roaring of lions.)
Narrator: As the circus reaches its grand finale, the audience erupts into cheers and applause, their excitement filling 

the air like confetti.
Audience: (cheers) Bravo! Encore!(Fireworks crackle in the distance.)Narrator: And so, as the stars twinkle above the circus tent, the magic of the circus lives on, ready to delight audiences 

for generations to come.(Music fades out.)
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