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Introduction 

The Riverside County Superintendent of Schools, in conjunction with the 23 school districts in Riverside 

County, developed the county-wide plan for providing educational services to expelled students within 

the county pursuant to Education Code §48926. 

The 23 school districts in Riverside County are as follows: 

Alvord USD 

Banning USD 

Beaumont USD 

Coachella Valley USD 

Corona-Norco USD 

Desert Center USD 

Desert Sands USD 

Hemet USD 

Jurupa USD 

Lake Elsinore USD 

Menifee Union SD 

Moreno Valley USD 

Murrieta Valley USD 

Nuview Union SD 

Palm Springs USD 

Palo Verde USD 

Perris Elementary SD 

Perris Union High SD 

Riverside USD 

Romoland SD 

San Jacinto USD 

Temecula Valley USD 

Val Verde USD 

The plan delineates existing alternatives for expelled students, identifies gaps in educational services to 

expelled students, and provides strategies for addressing those service gaps. The plan also identifies 

alternative placements for pupils who are expelled and placed in district community day school programs, 

but who fail to meet the terms and conditions of their required rehabilitation plan or who pose a danger to 

other district pupils, as determined by the governing board. 

Section §48916.1 provides that at the time an expulsion of a pupil is ordered, the governing board shall 

ensure that an education program is provided to the pupil who is subject to the expulsion order for the 

period of the expulsion. Any educational program provided pursuant to this section may be operated by 

the school district, the county superintendent of schools, or a consortium of districts or in join agreement 

with the county superintendent of schools. To address needs of expelled pupils, a number of alternative 

education programs have been developed by local school districts and the Riverside County Office of 

Education to provide continuing educational opportunities. 

A student whose behavior has resulted in expulsion is given a rehabilitation plan by the school district of 

residence. A student who is simply in need of an educational alternative may also access these programs 

through the established county referral process as required by statute. 

Education programs within Riverside County provide numerous opportunities for students who are in 

need of traditional and/or alternative education programs. School districts within the county offer a broad 

spectrum of educational alternatives and the Riverside County Office of Education offers additional 

options through the Community School Specialized Academic Instruction Programs. 

RCOE coordinates the countywide services for expelled students through the Riverside High School 

(RCHS) Community School. The local performance indicators for Priority 9 (Triennial Plan, district 

contracts for Community School, the student referral process, and the Memorandum of Understanding 

[MOU] for partial credit) are used to coordinate the expelled student plan with the 23 school districts in 

Riverside County. RCOE Alternative Education Administrators meet with the school district 

representatives at the monthly Child Welfare and Attendance meetings to coordinate services for expelled 

students. 
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Behavioral Intervention Practices to Reduce Suspensions and Expulsions 

In order to minimize the number of suspensions and expulsions, the RCOE Community School and 

school districts in Riverside County implement actions to create positive school climates and promote 

social-emotional learning using evidence-based practices. RCOE and school districts in Riverside County 

implement multi-tiered systems of support (MTSS) for students that promote high expectations, maintain 

student engagement in school, and provide systems for student success. Specific interventions include 

counseling services (for anger management, sexual harassment, substance abuse, alcohol prevention), 

behavioral/mental health counseling/services, mentoring/intervention services, social worker services, 

behavior support plans, Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS), Restorative Practices, 

bullying prevention, Character Counts, Safe School Ambassadors, the 40 Developmental Assets, and 

student youth court. School districts and RCOE apply for grants, such as the California Learning 

Communities for School Success, to create environments/programs to enhance student engagement in 

school. 

The RCOE Community School works with Riverside County Probation to implement the Community 

Diversion Team (CDT) and implements a transition program for students. The CDT provides youth with 

additional supports to improve student attendance, academic achievement, and behavior in school. 

Objectives include reducing truancy, delinquent incidents on school campuses, delinquent incidents in the 

community, the number of juveniles in custody, the number of juvenile court petitions and the level of 

juvenile substance abuse at school and in the community. A Coordinator of Student Transitions (RCOE, 

Alternative Education) facilities the educational program placement process. 

Suspension rates have been reduced in Riverside County over a five year period from 2011-2012 to 2015-

2016. Suspension rates remained at 4.1% in 2016-2017. The reduction in suspensions can be attributed to 

the implementation of the aforementioned programs and services in the 23 school districts in Riverside 

County at the Riverside County Office of Education, Alternative Education program. 
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Expulsion rates have been reduced in Riverside County from 0.22% in 2011-2012 to 0.19% in 2016-

2017. The reduction in expulsions can be attributed to the implementation of the aforementioned 

programs and services (page 3) in the 23 school district in Riverside County.
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Support for Students Returning From Expulsions 

Students who return to their districts after fulfilling the terms of their expulsions receive the aforementioned 

multi-tiered system of support and targeted programs to meet their unique needs. School district staff meet 

with parents to set goals and provide support to students. Students returning from expulsions receive support 

through reintegration plans, counseling services for academic success and decision-making, behavioral 

health counseling, intervention classes, teacher mentoring, behavior support plans, and assistance with 

college/career planning. 

RCOE and schools in Riverside County involve families in a variety of contexts to support student success. 

Schools provide ongoing communication to parents about the importance of school attendance and 

appropriate deportment in relation to academic achievement. Schools involve parents in the education of 

their children and in decision making venues. The CDT includes Parent Project, a parenting class that 

teaches how to strategically deal with the difficult adolescent teen. 

Strategies to Address Disproportionality 

School districts in Riverside County implement programs and practices to address any disproportionate 

suspension and expulsion of student groups. Strategies to address this concern include unconscious bias 

training, Navigating Differences-cultural competency training, the use of an equity lens in the planning 

and development of culturally relevant activities and ongoing professional development for staff to ensure 

employees are culturally sensitive and linguistically proficient. The annual Riverside County Excellence 

Through Equity conference highlights the need for differentiated approaches and individualized attention 

for students and is well represented by RCOE Community School administrators and school district staff. 
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Coordinated Early Intervening Services (CEIS) may be implemented as a strategy when a district is 

identified as disproportionate. 

Educational Service Gaps and Strategies to Address the Service Gaps 

The Riverside County Superintendent of Schools, Riverside County Probation, and Riverside County 

school districts work collaboratively to provide programs for expelled students. The strategies identified in 

the 2015-2018 Countywide Plan were successful in meeting the needs of the expelled students in Riverside 

County. The Riverside County Superintendent of Schools maintained regional community school sites to 

enhance access for school districts. The district contracts and community school referral process were 

successful in tracking student transitions between the school districts and the Community School program.  

Service gaps and results/outcomes of strategies identified for the 2015-2018 Expelled Student Plan 

Service Gaps 2015-2015 Plan Results/Outcomes of Strategies to Address the Gaps 

Due to limited number of students who are 

expelled in the elementary schools, expelled 

students at the elementary grade levels have 

limited instructional options available 

compared to expelled youth who are in grades 

7-12. The younger students cannot attend the 

classroom programs designed for students in 

grades 7-12. 

Due to the small number of expelled elementary school students, 

RCOE and school districts have been successful in providing 

independent study/home school formats with parent approval. 

 

Using suspended expulsions for K-6 has been effective. 

 

Seven districts implement a Community Day School program to 

address the needs of all grades. 

 

Two districts partner with other districts to serve elementary 

students in their community day school. 

Smaller school districts experience challenges 

in providing programs for expelled students 

due to the wide variation in terms of age, grade 

level, and the nature of expulsion offense. 

The RCSS has been successful in providing regional community 

school programs to serve students. For example, the Blythe 

Community School site has been maintained based on the needs 

of Palo Verde USD. 

 

Two districts partner with other districts to serve elementary 

students in their community day school. 

Expelled students may not attend regularly at 

district community day schools, charter 

schools, or the RCOE Community School. 

School districts and RCOE have successfully implemented 

incentives for attendance and instituted Student Attendance 

Response Team (SART)/Student Attendance Response Board 

(SARB) processes to address attendance issues. 

Students who are expelled need continuity in 

their instructional program in order to facilitate 

a seamless transition back to the students’ 

district of residence and to prepare students for 

college and the workforce. 

The RCOE Community School instructional program is aligned 

to district programs and provides students with opportunities for 

college and career readiness. The California Standards 

(Common Core) in English language arts (ELA) and Math (math 

sequence of courses aligned to districts) and the Next Generation 

Science Standards were implemented along with UC a-g 

courses, Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID), 

and Career Technical Education (CTE). 

Expelled students need additional support for 

attendance, academics, and behavior while 

enrolled in Community School and during the 

transition back to their districts of residence. 

A Community Diversion Team has been implemented in the 

RCOE Community School at Arlington Regional Learning 

Center, Don F. Kenny Regional Learning Center, Val Verde 

Regional Learning Center, and Palm Springs Community 

School to provide support with attendance, grades, and behavior. 

 

A Coordinator of Student Transitions has been implemented at 

RCOE to track student enrollment and support student 

matriculation. 
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Service gaps and strategies identified to address service gaps are as follows for the  

2018-2021 Expelled Student Plan 

2018-2021 Service Gaps Plan County/District Strategy to Address the Gaps 

Time from the district suspension to the district 

expulsion panel hearing takes time and students are 

completing schoolwork at home. 

School districts will place students in continuation 

school, independent study, or community day school (if 

offered) while waiting for expulsion panel hearing. 

Teachers will post assignments online for students to 

complete. 

Time from the district expulsion panel hearing to the 

district Board meeting takes time and students are 

completing school work at home. 

School districts will place students in continuation 

school, independent study, or community day school (if 

offered) while waiting for a Board meeting. Teachers 

will post assignments online for students to complete. 

 

Refer students on stipulated expulsions to RCOE 

Community School. 

Time from district Board meeting expulsion decision to 

RCOE Community School for special education 

students takes time due to transition IEP meetings. 

School districts will notify RCOE, Alternative 

Education-Special Education staff of a potential special 

education student expulsion prior to the district Board 

meeting in order to prepare for a transition 

Individualized Education Plan (IEP) meeting. 

Students who enroll in charter schools after district 

expulsion panel hearings do not always attend the 

charter school. 

School districts will assign staff to track student 

enrollment in charters and follow up if they do not 

enroll. School districts will encourage students to attend 

RCOE Community School program. 

Students from juvenile hall Court School often get 

behind in credits to graduate. 

School districts will ensure that parents and students are 

aware of AB 2306.  Students transitioning from a 

juvenile court school who transfer schools after their 

second year of high school may be eligible to graduate 

by completing the minimum California state graduation 

requirements if they are not reasonably able to complete 

all district graduation requirements by the end of their 

fourth year of high school. 

 

Districts will increase credit recover options. 

Students who are expelled need continuity in their 

instructional program in order to facilitate a seamless 

transition back to the students’ district of residence and 

to prepare students for college and the workforce. 

School districts will ensure that partial credits are issued 

to support seamless transition between schools. 

 

School districts will ensure that transcripts are sent from 

referring district to RCOE in a timely manner. When 

students complete terms of expulsion, RCOE will ensure 

that transcripts are sent to school district in a timely 

manner. 

Elementary-age students are not expelled at the same 

rate as secondary students, making it more challenging 

to provide programs that are specific to their social-

emotional needs, 

School districts and RCOE will continue to provide 

independent study for elementary age students. 

 

School districts will use suspended expulsions when 

appropriate for elementary age students. 

 

School districts will work with neighboring districts to 

educate elementary age students who are expelled. 

 

School districts and RCOE will explore hybrid 

independent study programs for elementary age 

students. 
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School District Educational Alternatives for Expelled Students 

School districts located within Riverside County provide a number of options for expelled pupils, 

depending on the specific violation of California Education Code §48900 and §48915. The alternative 

education program to which an expelled pupil may be assigned is preceded by a decision made by the 

local governing board, which may provide for one of the following expulsion orders describing the 

students' educational placement: 

 Expulsion, suspended order, with placement on the same school campus (Education Code §48917(a). 

 Expulsion, suspended order, with placement on a different school campus within the district (Education 

Code §48917(a). 

 Expulsion, suspended order, with voluntary enrollment in district independent study or online program, 

if the parent and student consent (Classroom instruction must be available upon parent or student 

request). 

 Expulsion, suspended order, with subsequent transfer to another district. 

 Expulsion with referral to a district community day school program if available. 

 Expulsion with subsequent transfer to charter school. 

Expulsion with referral to Riverside County Office of Education Community School program.  

In Riverside County, services to students who have been expelled are provided through a continuum of 

services. The district-operated community day schools are an option for expelled students in those districts 

which provide community day schools. The county-operated community school remains an option for 

students expelled from their local school district. When the enforcement of the expulsion is suspended, 

students may have several options available within their local district. When the enforcement of a student’s 

expulsion is not suspended, the district-operated community day school program is the only option available 

for the student within the district. If the student fails the district-operated community day school program, 

the student will then be referred to the county-operated community school. The county-operated community 

schools remain the final option for expelled students. 

Actual referral to a district community day school program or a county community school program is made 

by the school district governing board with recommendations from the district discipline review board, 

School Attendance Review Board (SARB), or by another established district referral process as required 

by statute. 

Parents may also elect to enroll their student in a charter school or private school. Costs for private school 

or charter school, if any, are the responsibility of the parent. School districts offer a public school option 

for expelled students. 

Expelled Students Who Fail District Community Day School 

An expelled student who fails his/her placement in a district community day school program may be placed 

in one of the following options: 

 Other existing district educational alternatives 

 Riverside County Office of Education Community Schools 

The Riverside County Office of Education is not legally responsible to continue service with a student and 

may refer back to the District should RCOE not be able to serve the student. 
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Riverside County School Districts – Options for Expelled Students 

All 23 school districts in Riverside County completed the information at the Riverside County Office of 

Education Child Welfare and Attendance (CWA) meetings or through email. The Riverside County 

Expelled Student Plan was drafted and reviewed by district representatives at the RCOE CWA meetings 

on September 28, 2017, October 19, 2017, November 15, 2017, and March 22, 2018. 

Expulsion, suspended order, with placement on the same school campus.

 Alvord USD 

 Beaumont USD 

 Coachella Valley USD 

 Desert Sands USD 

 Hemet USD 

 Jurupa USD 

 Lake Elsinore USD 

 Menifee Union SD 

 Moreno Valley USD 

 Palm Springs USD 

 Palo Verde USD 

 Perris Union HSD 

 Riverside USD 

 San Jacinto USD 

 Temecula Valley USD 

 Val Verde USD

Expulsion, suspended order, with placement on a different school campus within the District. 

 Alvord USD 

 Banning USD 

 Beaumont USD 

 Coachella Valley USD 

 Corona-Norco USD 

 Desert Sands USD 

 Hemet USD 

 Jurupa USD 

 Lake Elsinore USD 

 Menifee Union SD 

 Moreno Valley USD 

 Murrieta Valley USD- 

Refer to Carpe Diem 

 Palm Springs USD 

 Palo Verde USD 

 Perris Union SD 

 Riverside USD 

 Romoland SD 

 Temecula Valley USD 

 San Jacinto USD 

 Val Verde USD

Expulsion, suspended order, with voluntary enrollment in District Independent Study or online learning, 

if the parent and student consent.

 Banning USD 

 Beaumont USD 

 Coachella Valley USD 

 Corona-Norco USD 

 Desert Sands USD 

 Hemet USD-Refer to  

ACE Online Program 

 Jurupa USD 

 Lake Elsinore USD 

 Moreno Valley USD 

 Murrieta Valley USD- 

Refer to Canyon 

Academy 

 Nuview Union SD 

 Palm Springs USD 

 Palo Verde USD-Refer 

to online learning 

 Perris Elementary SD 

 Perris Union SD-Refer 

to online program 

 San Jacinto USD-Refer 

to Mt. Heights Academy 

 Temecula Valley USD

Expulsion, suspended order, with subsequent transfer to another district.

 Jurupa USD-only 

if student resides 

in that district 

 Menifee Union SD 

 Nuview Union SD 

 Riverside USD-if 

from another district 

 San Jacinto USD

Expulsion with referral to a district community day school program if available.

 Banning USD 

 Corona-Norco USD- 

refer to Orange Grove 

Continuation School 

 Hemet USD-Refer to 

ASPIRE. Middle school 

to Opportunity 

 Moreno Valley USD- 

Refer to Bayside 

 San Jacinto USD- 

Refer up to 10 

students to Hemet’s 

community day school 
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Expulsion with subsequent transfer to charter school.

 Beaumont USD 

 Corona-Norco USD- 

Refer to CBK 

 Hemet USD 

 Jurupa USD 

 Murrieta Valley USD 

 Palo Verde USD 

 San Jacinto USD

Expulsion with referral to Riverside County Office of Education Community School program.

 Alvord USD 

 Banning USD 

 Beaumont USD 

 Coachella Valley USD 

 Corona-Norco USD 

 Desert Center USD 

 Desert Sands USD 

 Hemet USD 

 Jurupa USD 

 Lake Elsinore USD 

 Menifee Union SD 

 Moreno Valley USD 

 Murrieta Valley USD 

 Nuview Union SD 

 Palm Springs USD 

 Palo Verde USD 

 Perris Elementary SD 

 Perris Union HSD 

 Riverside USD 

 Romoland SD 

 San Jacinto USD 

 Temecula Valley USD 

 Val Verde USD
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Expelled Students Who Commit Subsequent Violation(s) 

Expelled students who commit subsequent violations will be placed in one of the following options: 

 If the student commits a subsequent violation of Education Code §48900, the student may be referred 

to another district alternative program or to the Riverside County Office of Education. 

 If the expelled student commits another violation of Education Code §48915 while enrolled in the 

Riverside County Office of Education, the student may be placed at another community school site or 

transferred to another region operated by the Riverside County Office of Education, in accordance 

with Board Policy. 

Expelled students who commit subsequent expellable violations.

 Alvord USD: referred to RCOE 

 Banning USD: referred to RCOE 

 Beaumont USD: referred to RCOE or charter school 

 Coachella Valley USD: referred to RCOE 

 Corona-Norco USD: referred to RCOE 

 Desert Center USD: referred to RCOE 

 Desert Sands USD: referred to RCOE 

 Hemet USD: referred to RCOE 

 Jurupa USD: All of the above with the exception of suspended expulsion. 

 Lake Elsinore USD: referred to RCOE 

 Menifee Union SD: referred to RCOE 

 Moreno Valley USD: referred to RCOE 

 Murrieta Valley USD: referred to RCOE 

 Nuview Union SD: transferred to another program 

 Palm Springs USD: referred to RCOE 

 Palo Verde USD: referred to RCOE 

 Perris Elementary SD: referred to RCOE 

 Perris Union High SD: expulsion process 

 Riverside USD: refer to RCOE 

 Romoland SD: potential increase in expulsion term and rehabilitation plan. 

 San Jacinto USD: referred to RCOE 

 Temecula Valley USD: referred to RCOE 

 Val Verde USD: referred to RCOE 

Riverside County Office of Education-Educational Alternatives for  

Expelled Students 

The Alternative Education Community School provides a comprehensive instructional program for 

district referred students (expelled, SARB, parenting teens) and Probation referred students. The 

Riverside County Office of Education, in conjunction with the 23 school districts in Riverside County, 

developed the county-wide plan for providing educational services to expelled students within the county 

pursuant to Education Code §48926. Riverside County covers 7,300 square miles of deserts, farmland, 

cities, suburbs, mountains, lakes and resort communities. The districts within Riverside County vary 

greatly in size and are geographically dispersed. RCOE maintains the Community School program in 

zones throughout Riverside County to provide educational services to all school districts in the county, 

including those in rural/isolated settings. The RCOE Community School program is 180-days of 
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instruction and includes the classroom-based program for expelled/district referred students, independent 

study, and the program for parenting teens (formerly Cal-SAFE). Daily classroom-based instruction for 

students in grades 7-12 is a minimum of 360 minutes per day on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 

Fridays and 240 minutes on Wednesdays for the school year. Independent study is offered for students in 

grades 4-6 and for students who need an alternate to a classroom setting. 

The Alternative Education Court School provides a comprehensive instructional program for students in 

juvenile hall. The Court School enrollment is determined by the Riverside County Juvenile Justice system 

(Courts and Probation). The Court School is in session year round and daily classroom-based instruction 

for students in grades 7-12 is a minimum of 330 minutes per day on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 

Fridays and 240 minutes on Wednesdays. 

The Come Back Kids (CBK) Charter offers independent study for expelled youth ages 13 through 18 

(grades 9-12) at 23 locations in Riverside County for students whose needs can be met through this form 

of instruction. 

The Community School, Court School, and CBK Charter are accredited by the Western Association of 

Schools and Colleges (WASC) and provide students with curriculum, instruction, and assessment to 

ensure that students graduate from high school well prepared for college and careers. The instructional 

program is focused on the California (Common Core) State Standards along with rigorous and relevant 

learning activities that include Project-based Service Learning (PBSL), high impact classroom strategies 

and routines, and Positive Behavioral Support Interventions (PBIS) with restorative practices. Students 

are enrolled in UC a-g courses, Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID), and Career 

Technical Education (CTE) pathways. Students are supported by systems to assess 

college/career/workforce readiness skills and have opportunities to complete the High School 

Equivalency Test (HiSET). 

Riverside County High School (RCHS) Community School serves the educational needs of a unique and 

diverse student population. The length of enrollment is dependent upon successfully meeting the terms 

and conditions of their rehabilitation plan and is typically for one or two school semesters.  RCHS 

Community School staff are dedicated to helping students improve academically, socially, and 

emotionally. Students are expected to participate and achieve academic success, learn problem solving 

skills, coping skills, and develop a network of support. The primary goal is to help students transition 

back to a comprehensive school site. Riverside County High School Community School is designated as a 

Dashboard Alternative Status School (DASS) by the California Department of Education and will be 

subject to the alternative accountability indicators once they are approved by the State Board of 

Education. 

The Riverside County Office of Education Alternative Education program identified four goals with 

progress indicators for the Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) based on the 10 State Priorities 

and a needs analysis. The Alternative Education LCAP addresses State Priority 9, the coordination of 

instruction of expelled pupils, pursuant to Education Code §48926. 

RCOE Alternative Education LCAP Goals: 

 Goal 1: Students will graduate from high school well prepared for post-secondary education and 

careers. 

 Goal 2: Students will be connected to school and educated in positive, safe, and healthy learning 

environments. 

 Goal 3: English learners will acquire proficiency in English. 
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 Goal 4: Instruction for expelled students and youth on probation and services for foster youth will be 

coordinated with the school districts in Riverside County. 

The RCHS Community School developed the LCAP with the focus on RCOE’s Mission, Vision, and 

Pledge. 

 Mission: The mission of RCOE is to ensure the success of all students through extraordinary service, 

support, and partnerships. 

 Vision: RCOE will be a collaborative organization characterized by the highest quality employees 

providing leadership, programs, and services to school districts, schools, and students countywide. 

 Pledge: All student in Riverside County will graduate from high school well prepared for college and 

the workforce. 

School-wide Learner Outcomes (SLOs) were revised on the 2018 WASC self-study. Riverside County 

High School Community School students will be: 

 Self-Directed, Lifelong Learners 

o Who are motivated to meet their maximum potential 

o Who persevere and demonstrate the tenacity to overcome obstacles 

 Outstanding Communicators Prepared for the 21st Century Workforce 

o Who are well prepared to use academic communication, collaborate, and apply real-world 

solutions to problems 

o Who use technology to enhance their learning 

 Academically Proficient Learners 

o Who use academic language and critical thinking skills 

o Who graduate from high school well prepared for college and careers 

 Responsible and Productive Citizens 

o Who advocate for themselves and others 

o Who demonstrate respect for individual differences and diversity 

Alternative Education teachers are required to possess two credentials, a multiple or single subject 

credential and a mild/moderate credential. These certifications make it possible for teachers to be certified 

as Specialized Academic Instructors (SAIs) to be able to teach all students, including students with 

disabilities. Teachers earn an additional four percent for having dual credentials. Appropriate services and 

programs designed to address the language needs of students identified as English learners are provided in 

compliance with all applicable state and federal regulations. Teachers possess certification to teach 

English learners (Crosscultural, Language, and Academic Development [CLAD] Bilingual, Crosscultural, 

Language, and Academic Development [BCLAD], or Specially Designated Academic Instruction 

Delivered in English [SDAIE]/SB 1292). 

The Riverside County Superintendent of Schools assigns staff members with the proper credentials 

authorizing instructional services. All assessments in all areas of suspected disability and appropriate 

services and programs specified in the student's individualized education program (IEP) are provided in 

compliance with all applicable state and federal laws and regulatory provisions. The least restrictive 

environment (LRE) will always be considered when determining the appropriate placement/educational 

setting for students with special education needs. 

Services such as Designated Instruction and Services (DIS) are provided per the student’s Individualized 

Education Program (IEP). In some cases, the districts provide the special education services directly. All 
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assessments in all areas of suspected disability and appropriate services and programs specified in the 

student's individualized education program (IEP) are provided in compliance with all applicable state and 

federal laws and regulatory provisions. Appropriate services and programs designed to address the 

language needs of students identified as English learners are provided in compliance with all applicable 

state and federal laws and regulatory provisions. 

Master schedules at each site are developed in collaboration between the principals and the teachers. 

Students are assigned to courses based on their credits/course needs. Students are assigned intervention 

classes in ELA and math based on previous grades, credits, and RenLearn test scores. 

RCHS Community School curriculum is designed to support the success of our diverse, unique 

population.  The curriculum is founded with an extensive study of current educational research to promote 

student achievement and address the language needs of every student and provide teachers with 

instructional guidance. RCHS Community School units of study design team followed Larry Ainsworth’s 

research-based approach to Rigorous Curriculum Design to select both ELA and content-specific priority 

standards or standards of focus for assessment and high student accountability by quarter. Corresponding 

ELD standards were aligned to help teachers differentiate and scaffold instruction for English learners. 

Due to RCHS Community School’s unique self-contained classroom with a diverse population of English   

Learners and students with special needs, Universal Design for Learning is utilized, which requires 

multiple means of representation, expression, and engagement. RCHS Community School’s curriculum 

utilizes themes that connect the various grade-level and subject-specific texts with relevant, personally 

engaging inquiry.  The themes and inquiry empower students in their academic learning because they are 

the driving force to gather more knowledge. Social science and science curriculum align with the themes, 

so teachers with multiple grade levels and more than one subject to teach can facilitate whole and small 

group work and discussion with an overarching connection. 

To scaffold collaboration, the practice of reading skills, and the building of endurance, the curriculum 

utilizes research by Kelly Gallagher in Deeper Reading and Lev Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal 

Development. The ELA units of study provide a list of recommended novels that are differentiated and 

personalized. This reading ties the theme and inquiry throughout the quarter as students move through 

grade-level textbooks in ELA, social science, and science. The novels support student engagement while 

providing opportunities for making connections and patterns among content and responding to their 

learning interests. Following the recommendation of the 2017 California Science Framework, RCHS 

Community School units of study are designed around Roger Bybee’s research on the 5E Instructional 

Sequence and Phenomena approach researched in “Ambitious Science Teaching.” Additionally, the 

science and social science curriculum respond to research-based recommendation for authentic, sustained 

inquiry inherent to project and problem-based learning. 

RCHS Community School prepares students for college and careers through a wide variety of courses, 

programs, and services. These include UC a-g courses, AVID, and CTE along with a partnerships with 

colleges and businesses. RCHS Community School provides college transition activities through college 

summer camps at UCR and Saturday seminars along with assessments (PSAT) and career inventories 

(ASVAB). RCHS Community School students are enrolled in CTE courses/pathways, Vocademy 

Makerspace classes, and have opportunities for internships. As a result of the partnership with WE, a non-

profit organization, RCHS Community School implements project-based service learning for students to 

experience standards-based content in order to inspire them to think about contemporary applications and 

their role in creating positive change. 

Through a partnership with Riverside City College (RCC) and the work of the College Connection 

program, RCHS Community School has an effective bridge to higher education for potential graduates. 

The College Connection program is intentionally designed to provide necessary individualized transition 
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plans for youth attending RCHS Community School. The RCC student resource specialists meet with 

students while they are enrolled in RCHS Community School. The student resource specialists also assist 

students with completion of the FAFSA, completing college applications, and help students prepare to 

take college assessments. The program staff assist students with their transitions into the military or 

workforce. Students continue to receive support after they transition to a postsecondary pathway. Students 

visit colleges/universities during the fall and spring each year. Colleges included California State 

University, San Bernardino-Palm Desert Campus, College of the Desert, Mt. San Jacinto Community 

College in Menifee and San Jacinto, RCC Moreno Valley, Norco, and Riverside, and the University of 

California, Riverside. 

RCHS Community School works in collaboration with College of the Desert (COD) to offer academic 

courses and certificate career programs located in the Coachella Valley. Staff and students who represent 

College of the Desert come to visit and talk to RCHS Community School students about making the 

transition from secondary school to college. The COD staff talk to our students about their academic and 

vocational courses of study, certificates, and degree programs. This information gives the students options 

of jobs and/or careers available to them. COD offers our students the Engage Develop Grow Empower 

(EDGE) program. The EDGE program provides RCHS Community School graduates from the Coachella 

Valley with two years of free tuition and fees at COD. In addition, EDGE puts forth benefits for our 

students because EDGE is a college preparatory program that offers a swift paced review of rudimentary 

skills in mathematics and/or English, and also offers other tools and skills they will need to be a 

prosperous college student. 

RCHS Community School students take part in all state (CAASPP, ELPAC, PFT) and local (RenLearn, 

short-cycle tests, IABs, TELL) assessments. Scores from state and local assessments are used for MTSS. 
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Expelled Student Plan LCAP-Self-Reflection Tool (Summary) 

The three local performance indicators for the coordination of services for expelled students were all 

designated at full implementation and sustainability/full implementation. The Triennial Plan for Serving 

Expelled Students has been implemented along with a transparent, well- articulated, referral process to 

county office of education programs. The student referral process to Community School has been 

established through contracts with school districts for five years. The partial credit MOU with all 23 

school districts in Riverside County was implemented in the fall/winter of 2016. These will continue to be 

the focus for the LCAP. 

School districts rated the implementation of the Expelled Student Plan using the following rating scale 

(lowest to highest): 

1 – Exploration and Research Phase 

2 – Beginning Development 

3 – Initial Implementation 

4 – Full Implementation 

5 – Full Implementation and Sustainability 

Criteria Score 

Triennial Plan for serving Expelled Students- 5 Review of required data 

Triennial Plan for serving Expelled Students-Identifying existing educational alternatives for 

expelled pupils, gaps in educational services to expelled pupils, and strategies for filling those 

service gaps. 

5 

Triennial Plan for serving Expelled Students-Identifying alternative placements for pupils who are 

expelled and placed in district community day school programs, but who fail to meet the terms and 

conditions of their rehabilitation plan or who pose a danger to other district pupils. 

5 

Triennial Plan for serving Expelled Students- The degree to which the county office of education 

coordinates on development and implementation of triennial plan with all local educational 

agencies within the county. 

5 

Student Referral process to Community School established through contract with school districts. 

The degree to which the county office of education has established ongoing collaboration and 

policy development for transparent referral process for local educational agencies within the county 

to the county office of education or other program options, including dissemination to all local 

educational agencies within the county a menu of available continuum of services for expelled 

students. 

5 

Partial Credit MOU. The degree to which the county office of education has developed 

memorandum of understanding regarding the coordination of partial credit policies between district 

of residence and the county office of education. 

4 

Riverside County Office of Education District Referral Process for  

the Community School Program 

The school district of residence maintains the responsibility for developing a rehabilitation plan for the 

expelled students and referring students to an appropriate educational setting. Expelled students who 

complete their rehabilitation plan obligations are reviewed by the district for possible return to regular 

district programs. Expelled students who fail to meet the terms and conditions of the district rehabilitation 

plan may be referred to a different district school, another district program, a district community day 

school program, if available, or the Riverside County Office of Education Community School. 
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School Districts complete a Riverside County Office of Education Community School Referral for each 

student who is recommended for enrollment in the RCOE Community School program each year. The 

RCOE Community School program includes the classroom-based program for expelled students or 

SARB/DARB referred students, independent study, and the program for parenting teens (formerly Cal-

SAFE). The LEA shall specify the date of review of readmission to the school district on the Community 

School Referral for students who are expelled. 

For students with an identified disability, a local education agency representative must consult with a 

representative from the Riverside County Office of Education, Alternative Education program, if this 

program may be considered as a placement option by the IEP team. A representative from the Alternative 

Education program must be in attendance at the IEP team meeting when placement decisions are made for 

the Alternative Education program. All psychological assessments for referred students must have been 

conducted within the past two years. 

Referrals from the districts to the county-operated community school programs are made directly to the 

regional community school or to the Riverside County Office of Education. The Riverside County Office 

of Education is not legally responsible to continue service with a student and may refer back to the district 

of residence to determine placement. 

Riverside County Office of Education Community School Locations 

Community School Sites Location 

Arlington RLC Riverside 

Betty G. Gibbel RLC San Jacinto 

Blythe Community School Blythe 

Corona Community School Corona 

David L. Long RLC Murrieta 

Don F. Kenny RLC Indio 

Moreno Valley RLC Moreno Valley 

Palm Springs Community School Palm Springs 

SafeHouse Community School Riverside and  Thousand Palms 

Val Verde RLC Perris 

Research and Evidence-Based Practices 

The following research/evidenced-based practices reflect the school district and RCOE Community School 

classroom and school-wide behavior strategies: 

 Supporting and Responding to Behavior: Evidence-Based Classroom Strategies for Teachers (August 

2016). U.S. Department of Education. 

 Accelerating Positive School Culture and Discipline Practices through the Charter Sector (August 

2016). U.S. Department of Education. 

 Blueprint for Schoolwide Positive Behavior Support Training and Professional Development (link is 

external) 

 Educator Toolkit: How to Fix School Discipline (link is external) 

 Positive School Discipline Course for School Leaders (link is external) 

 Practice Guide: Reducing Behavior Problems in the Elementary School Classroom (link is external) 

https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/category/focus-areas/discipline
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/positive-discipline-model
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/positive-discipline-model
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/positive-discipline-model#d2
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/positive-discipline-model#d3
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/positive-discipline-model#d4
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 Schoolwide Positive Behavior Support: Implementer’s Blueprint and Self-Assessment (link is 

external) 

 Classrooms with Revolving Doors: Recommended Practices for Elementary Teachers of At-Risk and 

Highly Mobile Students (link is external) 

 Classrooms with Revolving Doors: Recommended Practices for Middle Level and High School 

Teachers of At-Risk and Highly Mobile Students (link is external) 

 Community Action Toolkit: Bullying Prevention Training (link is external) 

 Creating a Safe and Respectful Environment in Our Nation's Classrooms (link is external) 

 Fostering School Connectedness: Staff Development Program (link is external) 

 Three Bold Steps for School Community Change: A Toolkit for Community Leaders (link is external) 

 IDEA: Key Issues in Discipline (link is external) 

 IRIS Training Module: He Just Needs a Little Bit of Discipline 

  

https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/positive-discipline-model#d5
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/positive-discipline-model#d5
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/positive-discipline-model#d6
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/positive-discipline-model#d6
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/positive-discipline-model#d7
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/positive-discipline-model#d7
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/school-community-development
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/school-community-development#d2
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/school-community-development#d3
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/school-community-development#d4
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/working-students-disabilities
https://www.charterschoolcenter.org/working-students-disabilities#d2
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Contracts for the Riverside County Office of Education  

Community School Program 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

3939 13th Street/P.O. Box 868 

Riverside, CA 92501 

AGREEMENT FOR RIVERSIDE COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION  

INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES THROUGH THE COMMUNITY SCHOOL PROGRAM 

(District Expense) 

This Agreement, effective July 1, 2018, entered into by and between Riverside County Superintendent 

of Schools, hereinafter referred to as the "SUPERINTENDENT," and the  Unified 

School District of Riverside County, hereinafter referred to as the "DISTRICT"; 

The SUPERINTENDENT agrees to: 

 Provide instructional services through the community school program to students who are not 

eligible for court school funding. 

o All assessments in all areas of suspected disability and appropriate services and programs 

specified in the student's Individualized Education Program (IEP) are provided in 

compliance with all applicable state and federal laws and regulatory provisions. 

o Appropriate services and programs designed to address the language needs of students 

identified as English learners are provided in compliance with all applicable state and 

federal laws and regulatory provisions. 

 Assign a proper staff member or members to render the services, and such staff member(s) shall 

hold the proper credentials authorizing such services. 

 Provide for budgetary purposes a preliminary rate per Average Daily Attendance (ADA) by March 

31 of each year.  A final rate will be provided by June 1 of each year. 

 If a prior year P2 attendance correction is submitted to the California Department of Education, 

the SUPERINTENDENT will make the adjustment in the current year. This adjustment will be 

applied to the February transfer. 

The DISTRICT agrees to: 

 Pay the SUPERINTENDENT for agreed upon costs for students in seat-based and independent 

study programs in RCOE community schools at the published rate. 

 The funds will be transferred at each of the following collections from DISTRICTS: 

o Forty-five (45%) percent of the result of the P1 ADA will be transferred February 1. 

o Forty-five (45%) percent of the result of the P2 ADA will be transferred May 15. 

o The remaining ten (10%) percent will be reconciled in July following the Second Principal 

Apportionment. 

o If a prior year P2 attendance correction is submitted to the California Department of 

Education, the SUPERINTENDENT will make the adjustment in the current year. This 

adjustment will be applied to the February billing. 

 Funds will be electronically transferred from the District account code number: 
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District Funding Code for P1 ADA: 

_______ ________ ________ ________ 0000 ________ 7142 

Fund School Resource PY Goal Function Object 

District Funding Code for P2 ADA: 

_______ ________ ________ ________ 0000 ________ 7142 

Fund School Resource PY Goal Function Object 

District must input account code(s) above. 

The SUPERINTENDENT will not charge DISTRICT for the following students: 

 Students who fall under Education Code 2574(c)(4)(A) 

o Probation-referred pursuant to Sections 300, 601, 602, and 654 of the Welfare and 

Institutions Code. 

o On probation or parole and not in attendance in school. 

o Expelled for any of the reasons specified in subdivisions (a) or (c) of Education Code Section 

48915. 

 Juvenile Court School students per Education Code 2574(c)(4)(B) 

 Come Back Kids Charter 

 Riverside County Education Academy students 

Both Parties Agree as follows: 

1. TERM: The term of this agreement shall be from July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2021, for a total 

of three (3) school years. Either party may discontinue the agreement by giving written notice on 

or before January 1 for the next school year. 

2. DISTRICT REFERRAL PROCESS FOR THE RIVERSIDE COUNTY OFFICE OF 

EDUCATION COMMUNITY SCHOOL PROGRAM: The Local Education Agency (LEA) shall 

complete a Riverside County Office of Education (RCOE) Community School Referral for each 

student who is recommended for enrollment in the RCOE Community School program each year. 

The RCOE Community School program includes the classroom-based program for expelled 

students or SARB/DARB referred students, independent study, and the program for parenting teens 

(formerly Cal-SAFE). The LEA shall specify the date of review of readmission to the DISTRICT 

on the Community School Referral for students who are expelled. 

The district of residence shall be determined by the address on the Community School Referral. If 

a change of address is communicated to the SUPERINTENDENT Community School staff and the 

new address is within the boundaries of a different school district, the current DISTRICT shall be 

notified of the change by the SUPERINTENDENT Community School staff. The receiving 

DISTRICT will be required to send a new/updated SUPERINTENDENT Community School 

Referral for the student to be served in the SUPERINTENDENT Community School program. 

3. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR: The SUPERINTENDENT, while engaged in the performance 

of this contract, is an independent contractor, and is not an officer, agent or employee of the 

DISTRICT. 

4. ASSIGNMENT OF CONTRACT: The SUPERINTENDENT shall not assign the whole or any part 

of this agreement or any payment due or to become due hereunder, without the written consent of 
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the DISTRICT and all sureties who have executed bonds on behalf of the SUPERINTENDENT in 

connection with this contract. 

5. MUTUAL HOLD HARMLESS: The parties hereto, and each of them, do hereby mutually agree 

to indemnify, defend, save and hold harmless each other, and their respective officers, agents, 

servants and employees, of and from any and all liability, claims demands, debts, suits, actions and 

causes of action, including wrongful death and reasonable attorney’s fees for the defense thereof, 

arising out of or in any manner connected with the performance of any act or deed under or pursuant 

to the terms and provisions of this Agreement by such indemnifying party, or its officers, agents, 

servants and employees. 

6. CHANGES: This agreement may only be amended in writing by the mutual consent of the parties 

Hereto. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this agreement on the day and year 

first above written. 

Riverside County Superintendent of Schools  School District 

   

Authorized Signature  Authorized Signature 

   

Print Name and Title  Print Name and Title 

   

Date  Date 
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Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for  

Coordination of Partial Credit 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

3939 13th Street/P.O. Box 868 

Riverside, CA 92501 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION 

INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES THROUGH THE COMMUNITY SCHOOL AND COURT  
SCHOOL PROGRAM 

COORDINATION OF PARTIAL CREDIT 

This Agreement, effective January 1, 2017, entered into by and between Riverside County 

Superintendent of Schools, hereinafter referred to as the “SUPERINTENDENT,   
Unified School District of Riverside County hereinafter referred to as the “DISTRICT.” 

Purpose:  
Students may be required to transfer schools during the middle of a school term for many reasons, including, 

but not limited to, general relocation, military dependents relocating with their families during 
reassignment, foster youth transferring due to a change in foster care placement, and moving with family 

for migratory work. It is in the best interest of school districts and the Riverside County Office of Education 
to implement a consistent and equitable process for granting partial course credit for all students, including 

students in foster care. Efficient course completion results in greater success for students and helps to lower 
dropout rates, increase academic achievement, and better prepare students for college and the workforce. 

The granting and accepting of credits results in seamless transitions, progress, and course completion when 
students transfer between county offices and school districts. 

Efficient transfer procedures and transfer of pupil records is a critical factor in the swift placement of foster 
children in educational settings. Delays in school enrollment and loss of earned credit can result in improper 

class or school placement, denial of special education services, and school dropout. The proper and timely 
transfer of pupils in foster care between schools is the responsibility of both the local educational agency, 

including the county office of education for pupils in foster care who are enrolled in juvenile court schools, 
and the county placing agency, which includes the county probation department. 

Both Parties Agree as Follows:  
Pursuant to Education Code §§ 48645.5, 49069.5, and 51225.2, the Riverside County Office of Education 
and the school districts of Riverside County agree to coordinate partial credit for students who transfer 
between county office programs and school districts. 

According to California Education Code § 48645.5 (a) each public school district and county office of 
education shall accept for credit full or partial coursework satisfactorily completed by a pupil while 

attending a public school, juvenile court school, or nonpublic, nonsectarian school or agency. The 
coursework shall be transferred by means of the standard student transcript. If a pupil completes the 

graduation requirements of his or her school district of residence while being detained, the school district 
of residence shall issue to the pupil a diploma from the school the pupil last attended before detention or, 
in the alternative, the county superintendent of schools may issue the diploma. 

According to Education Code § 49069.5, as soon as the county placing agency or county office of education 
becomes aware of the need to transfer a pupil in foster care out of his or her current school, the county 
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placing agency or county office of education shall contact the appropriate person at the local educational 
agency of the pupil. The county placing agency shall notify the local educational agency of the date that 
the pupil will be leaving the school and request that the pupil be transferred out. 

According to Education Code § 49069.5, upon receiving a transfer request from a county placing agency or 

notification of enrollment from the new local educational agency, the local educational agency receiving the 

transfer request or notification shall, within two business days, transfer the pupil out of school and deliver the 

educational information and records of the pupil to the next educational placement. 

As part of the transfer process, the local educational agency shall compile the complete educational record 

of the pupil, including a determination of seat time, full or partial credits earned, current classes and grades, 
immunization and other records, and, if applicable, a copy of the pupil's plan adopted pursuant to Section 

504 of the federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. Sec. 794) or individualized education program 
adopted pursuant to the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. Sec. 1400 et seq.). 

Pursuant to Education Code § 51225.2, notwithstanding any other law, a school district and county office 

of education shall accept coursework satisfactorily completed by a pupil in foster care or a pupil who is a 
homeless child while attending another public school, a juvenile court school, or a nonpublic, nonsectarian 

school or agency even if the pupil did not complete the entire course and shall issue that pupil full or partial 
credit for the coursework completed. The credits accepted pursuant to subdivision shall be applied to the 

same or equivalent course, if applicable, as the coursework completed in the prior public school, juvenile 
court school, or nonpublic, nonsectarian school or agency. 

Term: The term of this agreement shall begin on January 1, 2017 and continue each year. 

Riverside County Superintendent of Schools  School District 

   

Authorized Signature  Authorized Signature 

   

Print Name and Title  Print Name and Title 

   

Date  Date 
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Outcomes/Accomplishments 

The desired outcome is to ensure that appropriate educational placement options are available for students 
who have been expelled as well as other at-risk/at-promise students. This will also result in closing the 
achievement gap, decreasing the dropout rate, and increasing the graduation rate. 

Three-year highlights (2015-2018) include, but are not limited, to the following: 

 A clearly articulated mission, vision and pledge statement that is understood and supported by all staff 

members. 

 Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) accreditation. 

o Implementation of the California (Common Core) Standards in English-language arts and 

mathematics. 

 Implementation of the Next Generation Science Standards. 

o Implementation of short-cycle assessments to measure student learning of the California 

(Common Core) Standards. 

o Implementation of UC a-g approved courses. 

o Implementation of AVID program. 

o Implementation of five Career Technical Education (CTE) pathways. 

o Implementation of internships for students. 

 Implementation of project-based-service learning. 

o Implementation of college transition programs and college summer camps. 

o Implementation of a multi-tiered system of support for students (MTSS). 

o Continued implementation of Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS). Master 

schedules with a six period school schedule. 

 Weekly professional learning community collaboration by teachers. 

 All teachers are authorized to teach English learners and possess a special education credential. 

o Continued School Site Councils, English Learner Advisory Committees, District English 

Learner Advisory Committee, and parent and community meetings. 

o All sites provide a safe, clean, nurturing and caring environment to support students’ 

academic goals and success. 

o Social Work Intern program to provide counseling support to students. 

o Behavioral health services for students. 

 Substance abuse counseling. 

 Mentoring program for students. 

 Re-designation process for English learners. 

 Informal Probation and a School Attendance Review Board (SARB) process. 
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Community School CAASPP in ELA and Math 

  
Programs for expelled students are closing the achievement gap, although not at the same pace as 

programs for students who ae not at-risk. The percent of students exceeding the standards on the Smarter 

Balanced Assessments in ELA increased from 1% in 2015-2016 to 2.5% in 2016-2017. 

Metric-Smarter Balanced Assessments 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 
    

Community School ELA Exceeding Standards 0 1% 2.5% 
    

Community School ELA Meeting Standards 8% 6% 2.5% 
    

Community School Math Exceeding Standards 0 0 0 
    

Community School Math Meeting Standards 1% 1% 1% 
    

Riverside County Graduation Rate 

The Riverside County graduation rate has improved over a seven-year period. 
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Riverside County Dropout Rates 
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College Enrollment 

 
Enrollment in college immediately after graduation for students from the RCOE Alternative Education 

Community School increased from 20% in 2014 to 28% in 2017. 
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